To-day you hear that British rearmament will be completed
in 1940 or 1942 or 1944,1 don't know exactly which, and then,
ah then, Britain will take her rightful place. I hope it's true.
Perhaps the other heavyweights will wait until the British
heavyweight has got his weight down and has had plenty of
practice and is ready to think about a match. Blundering is not
the monopoly of any one country.

I remember, however, that Farinacci, the former Secretary-
General of the Fascist Party, in the summer of 1937 wrote an
article in an official Fascist magazine urging that Italy and
Germany should go for France and England without further ado,
since they would have to fight them one day anyway, and why
wait until they were ready? I don't think the great British
public ever learned of this article.

But none of these things seems adequately to explain the
fiasco of British policy in the Abyssinian issue. After all,
England had the Suez Canal in her hands and a great Italian
army bottled up, and all its supplies able to be cut off, and the
Mediterranean then under English control. England could
have given peacebreakers an unforgettable lesson, and never
mind how we got our own Empire. We might very well give
away some of the Empire once we have shown that we are able
.to trounce anybody who starts trouble.

The real weakness of British foreign policy may have been a
private sympathy with military dictators. While the Abyssinian
dispute was yet at fever heat British ministers and British
diplomats were saying that, while we must stop aggression, we
must not bring Mussolini down. The crowning absurdity. If
you go into a boxing match determined not to knock the other
man out you are liable to be knocked out yourself.

Grounds for this suspicion first became perceptible when
British policy performed its acrobatic feats during the Abyssinian
affair. They became clearer during the Spanish civil war,
which began in July 1936 and has not yet ended in victory for
the Fascist Generalissimo Franco.

The average British reader is probably completely fogged
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